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Response to Comments of Thomas E. Margro, General Manager, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 
(BART), August 31, 2004 (Letter AL069) 

AL069 
Please see responses to Comment Letter AL053 (this is a repeated 
comment letter). 
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Response to Comments of David L. Kriske, Transportation Analyst, City of Burbank, Community Development 
Department, August 31, 2004 (Letter AL070) 

AL070-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the MTA/Metrolink 
option as preferred HST between Sylmar and Los Angeles.  Between 
Burbank and Los Angeles Union Station, the MTA/Metrolink refers to 
a relatively wide corridor within which alignment variations will be 
studied at the project level.  Please also see Chapter 6A of the Final 
Program EIR/EIS. 

AL070-2 
The Final Program EIR/EIS has identified the Burbank 
Metrolink/Media City Station as the preferred HST station site to 
serve the Burbank/northern Los Angeles basin area.  The Program 
EIR/EIS traffic analysis was completed at a regional level of detail 
based on regional modeling data.  Should the HST program move 
forward, site-specific intersection traffic analysis will be included as 
part of subsequent project level studies, along with consideration of 
available ADT (average daily traffic) counts.  Should the HST 
proposal move forward, the Authority would work closely with the 
City of Burbank and other stakeholders in reviewing potential traffic 
impacts and access improvements. 

AL070-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Burbank Downtown 
Station site as the preferred station location for a potential HST 
station to serve the Burbank/Glendale area.  Please also see 
standard response 2.1.12 in regards to transit oriented development 
around station areas. 

AL070-4 
Specific noise impacts and mitigation measures would be identified 
related to specific alignment locations, train speeds, service levels, 

operating hours, ambient noise levels, and other specific information 
regarding sensitive receptors, as part of the subsequent project level 
environmental review. 

AL070-5 
The MTA/Metrolink option is conceptually designed to be at-grade 
through the proposed I-5 grade separation with Metrolink 
infrastructure. Modifications to the grade separation as currently 
designed may be required to accommodate the HST tracks.  The 
HST alignment has been designed at a conceptual level of detail.  
Should the HST program move forward preliminary engineering 
design will be required as part of future project specific analysis.  
Additional design options (including different concepts for crossing 
the Interstate 5) would be included as part of future studies.  Should 
the HST proposal move forward, the Authority and the FRA will 
continue to work with the City of Burbank, SCRRA, Caltrans, and 
other stakeholders to address issues surrounding all aspects of 
freeway crossings and grade separations in the more detailed project 
specific studies that will be required. 

AL070-6 
The co-lead agencies acknowledge the constraints along this portion 
of the alignment.  For the program level studies The HST alignment 
has been designed at a conceptual level of detail.  Should the HST 
program move forward preliminary engineering design will be 
required as part of future project specific analysis.  During a 
subsequent process, the Authority and the FRA will continue to work 
with the City of Burbank, SCRRA, Caltrans, and other stakeholders to 
address issues surrounding all aspects of the alignment options 
through the City of Burbank in the more detailed project specific 
studies that will be required. 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  4-281

 

Comment Letter AL071 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  4-282

 

Comment Letter AL071 Continued 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  4-283

 

Response to Comments of Alan Autry, Mayor and Brad Castillo, City Council President, City of Fresno,  
August 31, 2004 (Letter AL071) 

AL071-1   
Acknowledged. 

AL071-2   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 10.1.7. 

AL071-3   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has also identified the Downtown 
Fresno site as the preferred station location for a potential HST 
station to serve Fresno County.   

AL071-4   
Acknowledged.  Allocation of funding is beyond the scope of this 
program level environmental process.  Investigation of a new “loop 
line” for conventional freight services is beyond the scope of this 
program EIR/EIS process.   

AL071-5   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as 
the preferred alignment between Fresno (outside the urban area) to 
Bakersfield.  Please see standard response 6.15.4. 

AL071-6   
Acknowledged.  The determination of an operational plan for the 
HST system is beyond the scope of this program EIR/EIS.  Should 
the HST proposal move forward, more detailed operations analysis 
will be undertaken.  The operational plan used to develop the 
ridership and revenue forecasts assumed about 12 (in each 
direction) “skip stop” express trains stopping in Fresno (see 
Authority’s June 2000 Business Plan page 59 for details). 

AL071-7   
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

AL071-8   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as 
the preferred alignment between Fresno (outside the urban area) 
and Bakersfield.  Please see standard response 6.15.4.  The 
Authority has identified the UPRR alignment (without an express 
loop) as the preferred HST alignment through the Fresno urban 
area.  The Authority has also identified the Downtown Fresno site as 
the preferred station location for a potential HST station to serve 
Fresno County.  Allocation of funding is beyond the scope of this 
program level environmental process.  Investigation of a new “loop 
line” for conventional freight services is beyond the scope of this 
program EIR/EIS process. 

AL071-9   
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

AL071-10 
Acknowledged.  See standard response 6.20.5. 
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